
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S7983 November 4, 2021 
(7) An estimate of the cost difference be-

tween the Department of Defense sourcing 
rare earths processed in the United States 
and sourcing rare earths on the open market. 

(8) An identification of how the Depart-
ment of Defense would direct its weapon sup-
pliers to use the domestically processed rare 
earths. 

(9) An assessment of what changes, if any, 
to authorities under title III of the Defense 
Production Act of 1950 are necessary to enter 
into a long-term offtake agreement to con-
tract for domestically processed rare earths. 

(10) An assessment of the length of poten-
tial contracts necessary for preventing the 
collapse of domestic processing of rare 
earths in the case of price fluctuations from 
increases in the People’s Republic of China’s 
export quota. 

(11) Recommendations for international 
cooperation with allies and partners to joint-
ly reduce dependence on rare earths proc-
essed in or by the People’s Republic of China. 

(c) FORM OF REPORT.—The report required 
by subsection (a) shall be submitted in clas-
sified form but shall include an unclassified 
summary. 

(d) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS 
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’’ means— 

(1) the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources, the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
and the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs of the Senate; and 

(2) the Committee on Natural Resources, 
the Committee on Armed Services, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and the Com-
mittee on Financial Services of the House of 
Representatives. 

SA 4479. Mr. ROMNEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 3867 submitted by Mr. 
REED and intended to be proposed to 
the bill H.R. 4350, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2022 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle E of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1253. DEFENSE TRADE DIALOGUE TO 

PRIORITIZE AND EXPEDITE TRANS-
FER OF DEFENSIVE ASYMMETRIC 
CAPABILITIES TO TAIWAN. 

The Secretary of State shall— 
(1) not later than 60 days after the date on 

which the report required under section 
1245(c) is submitted, initiate a defense trade 
dialogue with Taiwan with the goal of 
prioritizing and expediting the transfer of 
defensive asymmetric capabilities to Tai-
wan; and 

(2) not later than 90 days after the date on 
which such dialogue is initiated, and every 90 
days thereafter, provide the Committee on 
Foreign Relations of the Senate and the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House 
of Representatives with a briefing on the sta-
tus of such dialogue. 

SA 4480. Mr. ROMNEY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 3867 submitted by Mr. 
REED and intended to be proposed to 
the bill H.R. 4350, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2022 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-

ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

Strike section 1245 and insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. 1245. ASSESSMENT OF AND PLAN FOR IM-

PROVING THE DEFENSIVE ASYM-
METRIC CAPABILITIES OF TAIWAN. 

(a) ASSESSMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense, 

in coordination with the heads of other rel-
evant Federal departments and agencies, 
shall conduct an assessment of the defensive 
asymmetric capabilities of Taiwan. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The assessment required by 
paragraph (1) shall include the following: 

(A) An assessment of the current defensive 
asymmetric capabilities of Taiwan and the 
ability of Taiwan to defend itself from exter-
nal conventional military threats, which 
shall include— 

(i) a description and assessment of the cur-
rent defensive asymmetric capabilities of 
Taiwan; and 

(ii) a description of the defensive asym-
metric capabilities necessary for Taiwan to 
successfully alter scenarios and likely out-
comes with respect to a possible use of force 
by the People’s Republic of China against 
Taiwan, including the estimated cost of such 
capabilities. 

(B) An assessment of each of the following: 
(i) The applicability of Department of De-

fense authorities for improving the defensive 
asymmetric capabilities of Taiwan in accord-
ance with the Taiwan Relations Act (Public 
Law 96–8; 22 U.S.C. 3301 et seq.). 

(ii) The options available to the Depart-
ment to support the defense budgeting and 
procurement process of Taiwan in a manner 
that facilitates sustained investment in ca-
pabilities aligned with the asymmetric de-
fense strategy of Taiwan. 

(iii) The feasibility and advisability, in-
cluding the estimated costs, of additional 
policy options to support the enhancement 
of the defensive asymmetric capabilities of 
Taiwan, including— 

(I) assisting Taiwan in the domestic pro-
duction of defensive asymmetric capabili-
ties, including through the transfer of intel-
lectual property, co-development, or co-pro-
duction arrangements; and 

(II) establishing a permanent fund to sup-
port regular investment by Taiwan in defen-
sive asymmetric capabilities. 

(iv) The plans, tactics, techniques, and pro-
cedures underpinning the defensive asym-
metric capabilities of Taiwan. 

(v) The interoperability of current and fu-
ture defensive asymmetric capabilities of 
Taiwan with the military capabilities of the 
United States and its allies and partners. 

(vi) Any other matter the Secretary con-
siders appropriate. 

(b) PLAN.—The Secretary shall develop a 
plan for assisting Taiwan in improving its 
defensive asymmetric capabilities that in-
cludes— 

(1) recommendations for new Department 
authorities, or modifications to existing De-
partment authorities, necessary to improve 
the defensive asymmetric capabilities of Tai-
wan in accordance with the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act (Public Law 96–8; 22 U.S.C. 3301 et 
seq.); 

(2) an identification of opportunities— 
(A) for key leader and subject matter ex-

pert engagement between Department per-
sonnel and military and civilian counter-
parts in Taiwan; and 

(B) to provide necessary support for the 
successful deployment of defensive asym-
metric capabilities by Taiwan, including 
through appropriate training; and 

(3) an identification of challenges and op-
portunities for leveraging non-Department 

authorities, resources, and capabilities to 
improve the defensive asymmetric capabili-
ties of Taiwan in accordance with the Tai-
wan Relations Act (Public Law 96–8; 22 
U.S.C. 3301 et seq.). 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the ap-
propriate committees of Congress— 

(1) a report on the results of the assess-
ment required by subsection (a); and 

(2) the plan required by subsection (b). 
(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-

GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees 
of Congress’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Armed Services, the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and the Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence of the Sen-
ate; and 

(B) the Committee on Armed Services, the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and the Per-
manent Select Committee on Intelligence of 
the House of Representatives. 

(2) DEFENSIVE ASYMMETRIC CAPABILITIES.— 
The term ‘‘defensive asymmetric capabili-
ties’’ means the capabilities necessary to de-
fend Taiwan against conventional external 
threats, including coastal defense missiles, 
naval mines, anti-aircraft capabilities, cyber 
defenses, and special operations forces. 

SA 4481. Mr. ROMNEY (for himself 
and Mr. KELLY) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 3867 submitted by Mr. 
REED and intended to be proposed to 
the bill H.R. 4350, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2022 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle E of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1253. ENHANCING DEFENSIVE ASYMMETRIC 

CAPABILITIES OF TAIWAN. 
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-

lowing: 
(1) President Xi of the People’s Republic of 

China has— 
(A) declared that reunification of the Peo-

ple’s Republic of China and Taiwan must 
occur; and 

(B) not excluded using force as a means to 
accomplish such reunification. 

(2) The People’s Republic of China is tak-
ing aggressive actions toward Taiwan 
through frequent air incursions, including by 
sending 149 airplanes from the People’s Re-
public of China into the air defense zone of 
Taiwan from October 1 through October 4, 
2021. 

(3) The defense policy of the United States 
towards Taiwan continues to be governed by 
the Taiwan Relations Act of 1979 (Public Law 
96–8; 22 U.S.C. 3301 et seq.). 

(b) STATEMENT OF POLICY.—It is the policy 
of the United States to support efforts by 
Taiwan to defend itself from aggression and 
the potential use of force by the People’s Re-
public of China by enhancing its defensive 
asymmetric capabilities. 

(c) ASSESSMENT OF DEFENSIVE ASYMMETRIC 
CAPABILITIES OF TAIWAN.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Defense, in coordination 
with the Secretary of State, the Director of 
National Intelligence, and the head of any 
other Federal department or agency the Sec-
retary of Defense considers appropriate, 
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report on the defensive 
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